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Anti-Anti Semitism and the Esther Story 
 

     I was once privileged to know a Conservative rabbi who was also a 
Hungarian Holocaust survivor from Auschwitz.  On yom hashoah 
v’hagevurah he was wont to say, “American Jews do not know of real 
anti-Semitism, only anti-Semitic vandalism.”  Since his shul had been 
graphitized with swastikas by local hooligans, Dr. Henrik Kraus surely 
knew of the latter.  And, as a young Jewish seminarian in Breslau 
before the war, he had observed the Nazi seizure of power and surely 
knew German, Slavic and Magyar Jew-hatred first hand.  He actually 
saw the infamous leader of the Third Reich with his own eyes.   
     Scholars who have examined the rise and fall of anti-Semitic 
activity on a variety of continents would verify the survivor-rabbi’s 

interpretation of a western attitude Frederick Engels termed “the socialism of idiots.” In 
the United States, both anti-Jewish discrimination and anti-Semitic attitudes have 
declined markedly from levels recorded in surveys taken before the 1980’s. Even when a 
corporate ceiling or a university quota impeded Jewish social advancement in earlier 
eras, physical attacks on Jews, their homes and institutions, like synagogues, were rare 
in comparison with what still goes on in certain parts of Europe. 
     It might actually surprise some people that “the rabbis”, both those of the Talmud and 
those of the contemporary Jewish community, are not overly focused on the issue of anti-
Semitism.  When my Davis congregation and I organized a Holocaust memorial at the 
site of the Uman massacre in Ukraine on the 50th anniversary of the ghetto’s liquidation in 
1991, I was shocked that the Orthodox rabbi from Kiev addressed a Yiddish-speaking 
audience in Russian about the new opportunities to observe Judaism in the Soviet Union 
and did not refer to the victims or to the Shoah at all! 
     In classical Jewish sources, the issue of sinat yisra’eil –the hatred of the Jewish 
People—is addressed primarily around the Purim texts, i.e. the Scroll of Esther, its 
commentaries parashat zachor and all other biblical references to the archetypical anti-
Semite, Amalek, and his descendants, such as Haman (boo! boo!)  Beyond the satirical 
send-up that we do of the Persian villain every year, and the more modern Holocaust 
Memorial Day, Judaism does not dwell on our enemies, preferring to get Jews to sanctify 
life through the study of Torah and the performance of mitzvot.  Although non-Orthodox in 
my approach to the Tradition, I am inclined to favor the classic approach to anti-Jewish 
prejudice.  That is to say, I do not believe that the glories of God, Torah and Israel should 
be reduced to mere anti-anti-Semitism.   Anti-anti-Semitism often turns out to be the 
Judaism of assimilationists:  look!  they are keeping us out of Harvard, or from the 
corporate board room or out of the country club.  Anti-Semitism, rather than being viewed 
as the inevitable consequence of being Jewish (vayistom eisav et ya’akov [Gen. 27:41], 
“and Esau hated Jacob” is the traditional proof text on this matter) is regarded as a 
political inconvenience which impedes the Jewish entry into gentile society. 
     Of course we need defense organizations such as the JCRC and the ADL to educate 
and combat the worst expressions of anti-Semitic stereo-typing and discrimination.  But 
the key moment emerges in the Purim story (as was dramatized wonderfully in the recent 
Hollywood production of “One Night with the King”) when Esther stops her charade and 
affirms her identity.  Her uncle Mort pierces his niece’s rarified conscience with, “Who 
knows if you have not been called to royal estate for such a time as this?”  (Est. 4:14b) 
     The wisdom of our tradition is that the best antidote to the poison of anti-Semitism is 

(Anti-Anti Semitism Continued on page 2) 
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Rachel and Esther meet for the first 
time in fifty years since high school.  

Rachel begins to tell Esther about 
her children. "My son is a doctor 
and he's got four kids. My daughter 
is married to a lawyer and they have 
three great kids. So tell me Esther, 
how about your kids?"  

Esther replies, "Unfortunately, 
Morty and I don't have any children 
and so we have no grandchildren 
either."  

Rachel says, "No children? ... and 
no grandkids? So tell me, Esther, 
what do you do for aggravation?"  

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Aboard an El Al flight from Israel 
to America, Grandma Esther was 
taking her very first flight. They had 
only been aloft a few minutes when 
the old lady complained to the 
stewardess that her ears were 
popping.  

The girl smiled and gave the older 
woman some chewing gum, 
assuring her that many people 
experienced the same discomfort.  

When they landed in New York, 
Grandma thanked the stewardess. 
"The chewing gum worked fine," 
she said, "but tell me, how do I get 
it out of my ears?"  

Rabbi's Sermon Schedule for March 2008����
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the remedy of Judaism:  to create a world in which all can behold the divine 
image minted on every human face.  A world liberated from prejudice and 
hate would truly be a messianic era, when both Israel and the nations will be 
blessed with “joy, gladness and honor”. 
 
hag purim samei’ah, 
 
Rabbi Jeff 

(Anti-Anti Semitism Continued from page 1) 

CAN YOU….. 
 

Play the guitar, bongos, piano, xylophone, Jew’s harp,  
banjo, tambourine, oboe, or any other musical instrument? 

 

OR CAN YOU. . .  
 

Do stand-up comedy, card tricks, flame-swallowing, 
perform “Hamlet’s soliloquy”, break-dance, rap or recite Alan 

Ginsberg’s Howl  from memory? 
 

OR CAN YOU. . . 
  

Juggle, ride a unicycle, sing the “Star Spangled Banner” like a 
tobacco caller, turn yourself into a human pretzel, 

dance the lead from Aida, or eat 1000 marshmallows  
inside two minutes?  

 
Then come to the try-outs for “ The Jewish Idol”  
on Sunday, March 9 at noon in the Social Hall 

 
           --three divisions of competition:   
                     Juniors, Teens and Adults 
 
                      ---contest to take place on Purim during  
                      religious school on Sunday, March 23rd 

                   
                      ---division winners will be awarded prizes! 
  

Questions?  Contact the synagogue office:  669-9724 
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URJ 
NEWS 
 
Pesach: Celebration of Freedom  
Each spring Jews around the world sit down together at 
the Passover seder. The Union for Reform Judaism has 
pages of resources, new and innovative haggadot, and 
more online to help you and your family celebrate this 
Pesach. Logon to www.urj.org/holidays/pesach to learn 
more. 
 
Shabbat Sha-blog!  
Do you try to make Shabbat different from the rest of 
the week? Are you looking for ways to make that 
happen? Log onto the Shabbat Blog and join the 
Reform Movement-wide conversation about Shabbat. 
Read, comment on the posts and send us your ideas. 
Logon today at www.blogs.rj.org/shabbat to start “Sh-
blogging.”  
 
Cracking the DNA Code  
The spring Reform Judaism magazine’s cover story on 
what cutting-edge DNA research can tell us about who 
we are as a people raises as many questions as it 
answers. To help you discuss the article’s ramifications 
with your family and others, log on to the discussion 
and study guide. You’ll also find guides to previous 
articles from the magazine on issues ranging from 
Outreach to Israel’s Fence, Drawing God Near to Truth 
or Consequences. Visit www.reformjudaismmag.org/
discussion__study_guides. 
 
A Summer of Action: Mitzvah Corp for Teens  
Mitzvah Corps provides opportunities for young people 
to provide hands-on programs based on Jewish social 
and ethical issues to communities that need the energy, 
dedication, and love that only comes from helping 
others. Open to high school students entering 
sophomore through senior year, Mitzvah Corps 
programs will take place in Atlanta, Costa Rica, New 
Jersey, New Orleans, San Francisco and the URJ Kutz 
Campus. For more information, visit 
www.mitzvahcorps.org or 212.650.4071. 
 
Summer Learning Retreat for Adults  
Ready for some high level, intensive study this 
summer? Then the Union’s Adult Study Retreat is for 
you! This year’s retreat at Franklin Pierce University in 
Rindge, NH., will focusing on Israel@60, with wonderful 
faculty including Mira Angrist, Rabbi Sue Levi Elwell, 

Lisa Grant, Anat Hoffman, Rabbi Jan Katzew, Rabbi 
Michael Morgan, Rabbi David Nelson, Rabbi Marc 
Rosenstein and Rabbi Mark Washofsky. Act now, 
because registration fills quickly. For more information 
please visit www.urj.org/educate/adultstudy/summer/ 
or contact Rabbi Joan Glazer Farber at 
jfarber@urj.org.  
 
Israeli Summer School for Adults  
Why should the kids have all this fun? This summer, 
for the first time, the Union for Reform Judaism will 
offer an EIE-Adult Summer Institute in Israel, July 13-
August 3, 2008. Stay on the beautiful Kibbutz Tzuba. 
Travel throughout Israel as we take an historical 
journey from Biblical times to the present. Registration 
is now open. Visit www.urj.org/educate/adultstudy/
eieadult/ or contact Rabbi Joan Glazer Farber at 
jfarber@urj.org for more information.  
 
Get’em While They’re Young: Creating Infant 
Jewish Identity: Infant/Toddler Task Force 
Launches Survey on Early Jewish Engagement  
   To better meet the needs of a growing number of 
families with very young children in the Jewish 
community, the Union for Reform Judaism is leading a 
diverse task force of early childhood educators to 
create the best curriculum to foster early engagement 
in Jewish life. The process began this week as the 
Infant/Toddler Task Force distributed a survey to 1000 
early childhood education professionals around North 
America.  
   “The parents of infants and toddlers are looking for 
more than day care for their children,” explained Cathy 
Rolland, director of the Early Childhood Education 
department of the Union for Reform Judaism. “They 
are looking for an environment that is safe, familiar, 
affordable, and consistent with their families’ values 
system. We know this much for sure, but we must 
know more about what is available so to create the 
best situation in which to teach the youngest members 
of our community about being Jewish.”  
   This survey is the first of its kind, compiling 
information of the number of infants and toddlers in 
early engagement centers, number of caregivers and 
educators with Jewish educational backgrounds and 
best practices from the field. The goal of this project is 
to use this information so to create a flagship early 
engagement center for caregivers and educators to 
model their local programs after.  
   The task force is comprised of representatives from 
the Bureau of Jewish Education of New York, the 
Conference on Alternative in Jewish Education, Gan 
Yeladeem, The Alliance, the Union for Reform Judaism 
and United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism 
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(From The Patriot Digest, FMU’s employee newsletter) 

Pee Dee Federal Savings Bank establishes scholarship at FMU 
     Pee Dee Federal Savings Bank in Marion has established a 
scholarship at Francis Marion University in honor of Raphael 
Wolper t. 
     The Dr. Raphael Wolpert Scholarship has been established 
to honor Wolpert who has served on the Pee Dee Federal 
Savings Bank board for nearly 37 years and as chairman since 
1998. 
     “We are pleased to pay tribute to the service of Dr. Wolpert 
by supporting education at Francis Marion. We feel the 
university has done a tremendous amount for the Pee Dee area 
just as he has,”  said William Johnson, CEO of Pee Dee Federal 
Savings Bank. 
     The recipient of the scholarship must be a resident of 
Marion.  Preference will be given to an incoming freshman with a score of 1000 or above on the SAT. An 
upperclassman must maintain a cumulative grade 
point average of 3.0 or higher. 
     “Bill Johnson and the Pee Dee Federal Board have been friends of this university for decades and their 
support is vitally important to us”  said FMU president Fred Carter. “This generous gift will enable deserving 
students from Marion to remain in the Pee Dee to pursue their higher education.”  
     Pee Dee Federal Savings Bank established two other scholarships at FMU. The James C. Hooks Jr. Memorial 
Scholarship was established in February 2001 to honor Hooks, who served as chairman of the board.  The 
Malcolm C. Woods Jr. Scholarship was established in May 1987 to honor Woods, former president and director 
of the bank. 



Bir thdays 
Jared Krainin   1 
David Dorfman   2 
Lauren Seltzer   4 
John Chapman   8 
Chris Siegal   8 
Pat Siegal   8 
Murray Siegel   8 
Norma Small   10 
Janice Crocco   11 
Pete Sessler   15 
Pat Siegel   17 
Larry Heiden   17 
Juanita Schemel  18 
Camilla Grossman  21 
Eric Levy   21 
Sarah Hoffman   21 
Sandy (Les) Levy  24 
Jane Chapman   27 
Stacy H. Stephenson  27 
Ray Wolpert   30 
 

ANNIVERSARIES 
Syd & Frances Frazier  14 
Les & Sandy Levy  20 
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Solomon Wald   2 
Julius Blumberg   3 
Barbara Burns   3 
Ruth Middlesworth  3 
Libby Richman   3 
Rabbi Howard Folb  4 
Abram Brody   5 
Celia Katz   5 
Joseph Baker   6 
Gladys Rosenzweig  6 
Jacob Wander   6 
Lizzie Kornblut   7 
Benjamin Radin   8 
Leo Brody   9 
Anne Ginsberg   9 
Gail Sopkin Kemp  9 
Frances Levine   9 
Zoltan Grossman  10 
Rena Epstein   11 
Rebecca Rogol Winter  12 
Lucy Fox   13 
Fannie Greenberg  13 
Isaac Shwabsky  13 
Malcolm Epstein  14 
Rosa Fass   14 
Sarah Kornblut   14 
Jacob Stein   15 
Evelyn Yeapanis  15 
Rose Blumberg   16 

Harry Epstein   17 
Sarah Finger   17 
Samuel Weber   17 
Reuben Brody   18 
Lee Conn   18 
Sarah Kasser   18 
Jennie Baumrind  20 
Bronia Wander   21 
Lillian Berg   23 
Bernard Blum   23 
Katie Goldman   23 
Max Einziger   25 
Ida Lvovsky   27 
Alfred Lovit   28 
Meyer Lefkowitz  29 
Daniel Lewis   30  
 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
 

BUILDING FUND 
-In memory of Harry, Bertha, Israel & 
Minnie Feldman 
 Solomon Feldman 

 
ENDOWMENT FUND 

-In memory of Benjamin Radin 
 Gertrude Radin 
 

GENERAL FUND 
-In memory of Elsie Alpert 
 Emma L. Lucius 
-In memory of Eli & Anne Ginsberg,  
and Sarah & Lizzie Kornblut 
 Sigmond Kornblut 
-In memory of Sam Savitz 
 John & Jane Chapman 
-In memory of Dr. Edward M. 
Southern 
 Ken & Judy Kammer 
-In memory of Stella Lipschutz 
 Arthur & Rhoda Riemer 
-Donation 
 Russell Coker 
-In memory of Lizzie and Sarah 
Kornblut 
 Moses & Freda Kornblut 
-In memory of Gladys Rosenzweig 

 Janice Crocco 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
�

� � � � � � � �� 	 � �
 � � � � 
 �
     Our prayers for health go out to 
Leonard  Cohen,  Freda  Kornblut, 
Annette  Sesit,  Jane Strauss,  Kat 
Cohen,  Julia  James,  Philip 
Bernanke,  Alex  Cohen,  William 
Einziger & Jackie Rich . 
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We Accept 
Advertisements! 

 
The bulletin goes to more than 

just our members.      
 

If you would like to advertise your 
business or know of a business that 
would like to advertise in the bulletin, 

let Larry Falck or the Office know. 
 

Business card size ads are $10. 
Quarter page ads are $25.   

Half page ads are $50. 
Full page ads are $100. 

      
Proceeds go to help the temple 

and the communications 
committee. 

 
 
 
 

Beth Israel is an affiliate of 
Amazon.com.  Please go to 

sc001.urj.net and click on the 
link for Amazon.com to allow 

Beth Israel to get a percentage 
of each sale. 

MAZAL TOV 
-To Madeline Forman for making 
the Dean’s List her first semester at 
USC. 
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Your Name(s): 
 
Your Address: 
 
Enclosed is my contribution of $___________.  My check is made payable to Beth 
Israel Congregation.  The fund which I am donating this contribution to is as 
follows: 
_____Building Fund: To help finance repairs & maintenance of our synagogue. 
_____Endowment/Foundation: To help provide for future fiscal stability of our 
congregation. 
_____Library/Sally Schiff Video Library: For the ongoing acquisition of excellent Judaic 
resources for circulation for our congregation. 
_____General Fund: To help cover regular operating expenses and provide for special 
needs as they are announced. 
_____Religious School Fund: Used to supplement our tuition collection for major 
purposes to further the Jewish education of our children. 
_____Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: Used for acts of Tzedakah & other needs as 
determined by the Rabbi’s discretion. 
_____Programming: For the purpose of special and ongoing programming including 
special lectures or concerts and holiday celebrations. 
_____Scholarships: To provide camp and convention scholarships for children and 
adults, to help defray the costs of participation on a regional, national, or international level 
in the Jewish world. 
_____Rogol Award: To provide scholarship awards to Beth Israel Congregation’s top 
religious school students. 
 
Occasion: 
 
Please Inform: 
 
Their Address: 
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