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A 20" Century Prophet

When Cathy, Allie and | first came to the Pee Dee four

and a half years ago, my recollection of what we expected
to find in South Carolina differs substantially from what we
have, in life here, encountered. On the positive side, there
is a warmth and graciousness exhibited by the local
population which has often surprised us and which is hard
to find in the urban areas of our country, such as Los
Angeles, our hometown. One need only take the time to
listen to the average person’s story to realize that the
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attentive soul can discover in the Low Country, “a wisdom
we have lost and a humanity we have largely laid aside.” (Whittaker
Chambers)

On the other hand, | also hail from a southern family, my mother’s clan
having lived in New Orleans for three generations, between the Civil War and
the Great Depression. So it came as yet another cultural shock to absorb
when we arrived here to learn that many of the attitudes concerning race,
ethnicity and religion, which my forebears had reported from their sojourn in
the Crescent City, still haunted places like Florence, South Carolina. During
the years of our tenancy in this region, | have experienced racial epithets,
comments and insinuations | had not heard since childhood. Never in my
adult life have | observed the flag of the Confederacy posted at a public
building (or displayed on the vehicle of a respectable person.) Certainly no
one in my Louisiana family would have been caught dead doing so.

And, speaking of national flags, it was the display of Old Glory on the
Florence City-County Complex last year in late January which raised my
concern. How could it happen in a modern American city that the U.S. flag
would be posted at half-staff (a sign of mourning for the loss of a major public
figure such as a passing president or governor) both on Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s birthday and on Inauguration Day when the first African-American
president was sworn in. This public disrespect shown for two great persons of
color as well as a blatantly racist text message sent to my daughter’s cell
phone prompted me to write a column in a local newspaper, calling for an
inter-faith, multi-racial religious service for Dr. King and his legacy to be held
(for the first time) in the sanctuary of a predominantly white church.

To my very great surprise, the suggestion did not fall on deaf ears. My
colleagues in the Greater Florence Ministries Alliance (GFAMA) agreed to
organize such a service in memory of Martin Luther King, Jr. and the civil
rights struggle. Most wonderfully, our friends at Central United Methodist
Church agreed to host this historic event on Sunday, January 24, at 4:00 p.m.

(Prophet Continued on page 2)
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(Prophet Continued from page 1)
As reported on the local television news and in the newspaper, the
event drew a respectable, inter-racial crowd. The pulpit participants
included at least six different Christian denominations and the
Jewish community, represented by our own Larry Falck, performing
a splendid a cappella rendition of hineh mah tov and yours truly
offering a homily on, “Have We All Not One Creator?” The collection
taken up went to benefit the Pee Dee Coalition for the Homeless.
Bruce Feiler, a best-selling author and native of the Savannah
Jewish community, published in 2009 a dazzling book working the
Mosaic theme in United States history, America’s Prophet: Moses
and the American Story, in which he asserts that the same Moses
we know from the Exodus in the Torah serves as the most powerful
role model for figures of liberation in American history, such as
Washington, Harriet Tubman, Lincoln and, of course, Dr. King. The
role of Jewish community leaders, such as Rabbi Abraham Joshua
Heschel and Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath, in the sit-ins, marches,
protests and drafting of civil rights legislation during the 1960’s
receives prominent attention in Feiler’'s chapter covering that period.
Exactly at this juncture, when people of conscience everywhere
are mobilizing to aid the people of Haiti, descendants of the first
African slaves to create their own republic, the example of Dr. King’'s
prophetic utterances remind us, even a generation after his
assassination, that “the arc of the universe is wide, but it bends
toward justice.”

Fondly,

Rabbi Jeff

Bagels...in Florence?!?

Bagels Baking, of Aiken, has teamed up with Beth
Israel to bring bagels to
Florence once a month.
We will receive 5% of the
total sales from Beth
Israel. Bagels will be $10
a dozen. They will be
delivered the first
religious school Sunday
of the month. If you
would like to order bagels, please contact the office
with your order. Bagels Baking’s website is
www.bagelsbaking.com.

A Rabbi and his wife were cleaning
up the house. The Rabbi came across
a box he didn®recognize. His wife told
him to leave it alone, it was personal.

One day she was out and his curiosity
got the best of him. He opened the
box, and inside he found 3 eggs and
$2000. When his wife came home, he
admitted that he opened the box, and
he asked her to explain the contents to
him. She told him that every time he
had a bad sermon, she would put an
egg in the box..........

He interrupted, "In twenty years, only
three bad sermons, that® not bad."
His wife continued...... and every time |
got a dozen eggs, | would sell them for
$1."

There was a young man who was
known for his lack of religious study.
The rabbi of the congregation, was not
about to let this go unnoticed.

The boy performed his Bar Mitzvah,
and rose to the occasion as best he
could, with the minimal preparation.

When it came time to hand out the
gifts, to the young man, he received
the usual Kiddush Cup, and Bible, from
the congregation. But then the Rabbi,
added a special gift.

He said, "You have received many
gifts today, many treasures of Judaism
in book form, that will enrich your life,
and make it, holy, in the eyes of G-d
and now for my own special gift to
you"!

With that he pulled out an Umbrella,
from behind the lectern, and told the
boy, who had become a man, in the
previous half hour, "I present you this
umbrella, because, | want to give you a
gift that at least | know you will open!"
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At the Wall, which side is the right one?: The
Kotel belongs to the entire Jewish people

by Rabbi Eric Yoffie

Love of Israel unites Jews everywhere. Love of
Jerusalem unites Jews everywhere. For many of
these Jews, the single most important symbol of
both Israel and Jerusalem is the Western Wall.

Why turn that symbol into a source of division?
Why should the Wall be an ultra-Orthodox
synagogue rather than a place that belongs to us
all — a place where all Jews can find space to
pray, to gather, and to celebrate the Jewish
homeland and the Jewish people?

Twenty years ago | proposed a solution to the
problem of access to the Wall, and it remains the
best answer. There is ample room to divide the
Wall into three areas: one for men to pray
according to Orthodox custom; one for women to
pray according to Orthodox custom; and one for
non-Orthodox prayer and secular and civil
ceremonies of various kinds.

However, instead of moving in the direction of
equal access for all to one of Judaism’s most
important religious and national sites, exactly the
opposite has happened.

When a small group of women — traditional in
observance and modestly dressed — has tried to
organize occasional prayer services, which involve
only those practices clearly permitted by halachah
(traditional Jewish law), the women are spat upon,
cursed and hustled away by the police, who
generally do little or nothing to protect them from
the harassers.

Ceremonies of national significance — tributes to
fallen soldiers, the welcoming of new immigrants
— were long held in the public areas behind the
prayer section of the Wall, but they have now been
curtailed or stopped altogether. The reason?
Religious authorities who control the Wall have
demanded that ultra-Orthodox standards be
applied to such gatherings — meaning, for
example, that the sexes must be segregated and
that singing by women is prohibited.

Non-Orthodox religious youth groups that
used to gather regularly in the same plaza area
away from the Wall to enthusiastically pray and
sing during their visits know that such services
are no longer permitted.

When challenged, the religious authorities at
the Wall talk of the “Robinson Arch” solution,
which is an insult and no solution at all. Non-
Orthodox Jews are permitted to pray at
Robinson’s Arch, an archaeological site at a
distance from the Wall that is not seen by most
Jews as being part of the Wall at all.

The argument that permitting Reform and
Conservative Jews to pray in the area of the
Wall will lead to chanting by Catholics or
Buddhists is absurd. Reasonable
accommodations regarding non-Jewish religious
ritual have been made at every other religious
site in Israel. If anyone has been unreasonable,
it has been the Jewish authorities at the Wall,
who attempted to prevent Pope Benedict XVI
from wearing his crucifix during his visit to the
Kotel. The Pope rightly ignored them.

It may be that for now the law is on the side of
those who impose these restrictions, and that
others who wish to challenge them may have to
accept the penalty for doing so. But it seems to
me that recent events were more an attempt to
intimidate and harass religious women than to
enforce the law.

What is most important here, however, is that
our goal in these troubled times is make Jews
everywhere feel closer to Jerusalem and to the
Jewish State. Driving Jews away from the Wall
is self-defeating and foolish. To put it simply, the
more Jews who visit the Wall — for religious,
civic or national purposes — the better off we
are.

And since there is not a single, universally
accepted religious standard that governs Jewish
religious life, we should make no attempt to
impose one at the Kotel. What we need, rather,
is to be respectful of each other’s choices and
customs.

Throughout the generations, the Kotel has
been a source of inspiration to Jews
everywhere. It is a concrete symbol of our love
for Jerusalem and our common Jewish destiny.
The Wall belongs to the entire Jewish people; it
must be a place that unifies our people, where
all Jews are welcomed and all are respected.
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We welcome Amy Schwartz as our newest member. Amy is a sophomore at Georgia Tech and
has returned to Florence for an internship. She will be working at Roche Carolina through May.
Some of you may remember Amy from her previous time at Roche. Amy is from Macon,
Georgia. We are so pleased that she has chosen to join Beth Israel while here. Please
introduce yourself to her. Amy, we hope you enjoy Beth Israel Congregation and Florence!

Chair, Membership/Outreach
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Connect with your Jewish Community:
L end a hand and share your talent!

Would you be willing to help...
Use technology to update temple
forms.
Make friendly contact with temple
members or prospective members.
Survey the exterior of our building
to seeif signageisclear for
NewCcomers.
Work with others to plan an adult
education program.
Round up our members who are 20s
and 30s.
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¢+ Ifit'sYES, call our temple office at
: 843.669.9724 or email us at
E florencebic@bell south.net.
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Are you on Facebook? Beth
Israel has a Facebook page!
Do a search for: “Beth Israel
Florence SC”

Florence Youth Group on the Move
This past Sunday, Florence Jewish

Y outh group met at the local movie theater to
see “Extraordinary Measures’, a
heartwarming film based on the true story of a
father’slove for his children. Hiswillingness
to do anything and give up everything was a
reminder of the Jewish valuesinstilled in all of
us and his reluctance of ever giving up hope
was afeeling which brings Jews from all over
the world together still to thisday. Though we
may not livein Israel, our heart is always with
her.
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Birthdays

Justin Bramblett
Melony Sorrell Finger
Geoffrey Wolpert
Robin Shuler
Pat Wolpert
Mara Schemel
Bonnie Cagan
Derek Heiden
Doris Sopkin
Sam Seltzer
Mitch Falk

Jewel Insel
Robin Siegal
Matthew Reich
Samantha Einziger
Samuel Holberg
Brian Potter
Robert Sessler
Ann Kurtzman
Rita Siegal
Aaron Crocco
Ira Levy

Mariel Sala

ANNIVERSARIES

Chris & Pat Siegal
Phil & Tricia Greenberg
Scott & Lori Cohen

Dr. Joseph Kurtzman
Ann Dubetsky
Wilmeta Engelson
Albert D. Jordan, llI
Leo Sesit

Isadore Blumberg
Sandra Waldman
Evelyn S. Epstein
Minnie Schemel
Norman Schwartz
Henry Small
Louisine Schafer Gruenberg
Ethel Cohen Siegel
Hyman Pikovsky
Frances P. Blum
Reuben Goldman
Beatrice Green
Mamie Klemons

Itta Paley

Anna Rosenberg
Lillie Rogol Grablowsky
Nat Rosenfeld
Isadore Schemel
Samuel Savitz
Abraham Iseman

5
7
28
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Jerome Drucker 12
David Gottlieb 12
Nelly Mannheim 13
Abe Mazer 13
Bertha Feldman 14
Theo Jennings 14
Elsie Alpert 16
Anna Shapiro 17
Margit G. Kulman 18
Stella Lipschutz 18
Nathan Shorser 19
Benjamin Weintraub 19
George Gootman 21
Edward Schlussler 21
Zelda Speckler 21
J.J. Heiden 22
Dora Brown 23
Eli Ginsberg 23
Harvey Schiff 23
Dora Teitelman 24
Samuel Weber 24
Dr. William Brody 25
Meyer Friedman 26
Sydell S. Schlossler 26
Reva E. DeMarco 27
Ethel Lesser 27
Dr. Edward M. Southern 27
Dr. S. A. Greenberg 28
David Rogol 28

CONTRIBUTIONS

BUILDING FUND
-In memory of Jonas & Frederick
Bernanke

Mortimer Bernanke

ENDOWMENT FUND
-In memory of Lillian Singer &
Sam Master
Gertrude Radin

GENERAL FUND
-In memory of Samuel & Esther
Silver

Bonnie Cagan
-For the good of the congregation

Estate of Sylvia Weintraub
-In memory of James N. Jones

Donald & Patricia Scoles
-In memory of Dr. Joseph
Kurtzman

Andrew Kurtzman Family
-In memory of Sam Savitz

John & Jane Chapman

LIBRARY FUND
-In memory of A.D. Jordan, Jr.
Julia James

RABBI'S DISCRETIONARY
FUND
-Donation
Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Fox

Our prayers for health go
out to Philip Bernanke,
Leonard Cohen, Doris
Sopkin, Patricia Scoles &
Ray Wolpert.

MAZAL TOV
-To former congregants, Susan &
Harvey Kayman, on the birth of
their third grandchild. Eliana
Ziporha was born to Alexandra &
Ken Blaker in Los Angeles early
in January.

We Accept
Advertisements!

The bulletin goes to more
than just our members.

If you would like to advertise
your business or know of a
business that would like to
advertise in the bulletin, let

Larry Falck or the Office
know.

Business card size ads are $10.
Quarter page ads are $25.
Half page ads are $50.

Full page ads are $100.

Proceeds go to help the
temple and the
communications committee.




Your Name(s):
Your Address:

Enclosed is my contribution of $ . My check is made payable to Beth
Israel Congregation. The fund which | am donating this contribution to is as
follows:

Building Fund: To help finance repairs & maintenance of our synagogue.

Endowment/Foundation: To help provide for future fiscal stability of our
congregation.

Library/Sally Schiff Video Library: For the ongoing acquisition of excellent Judaic
resources for circulation for our congregation.

General Fund: To help cover regular operating expenses and provide for special
needs as they are announced.

Religious School Fund: Used to supplement our tuition collection for major
purposes to further the Jewish education of our children.

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: Used for acts of Tzedakah & other needs as
determined by the Rabbi’s discretion.

Programming: For the purpose of special and ongoing programming including
special lectures or concerts and holiday celebrations.

Scholarships: To provide camp and convention scholarships for children and
adults, to help defray the costs of participation on a regional, national, or international level
in the Jewish world.

Rogol Award: To provide scholarship awards to Beth Israel Congregation’s top
religious school students.

Chevra Kadisha: For the purpose of providing ritual and emotional support to the
recently departed and their family.

Occasion:

Please Inform:




316 Park Avenue
Florence, SC
29501

Phone: (843) 669-9724
Fax: (843) 669-7592
Email: Florencebic@bellsouth.net
http://sc001.urj.net

ADDRESS SERVI CE REQUESTED

Rabbi
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
Trustees

Past President

Jeffrey N. Ronald

Adam Siegal
Mark Schemel
Julia James
Dyan Cohen
Derek Heiden
Bruce Levy
Matt Reich
Larry Falck

2/5 Stephen Emmen

2/12 Mark & Juanita Schemel

2/19 Linda Cepero

2/26 Bruce & Bonnie Hoffman

Dates are from master list, some assignments

may have changed.
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